
 

 

Wet Tropics Management Authority  

2018 Student Research Grant Scheme 

Funding Guidelines 

 
The Wet Tropics Management Authority has a core responsibility support research that improves 

knowledge and management of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. Its Student Research Grant 

Scheme aims to support postgraduate students undertaking environmental, social and cultural research 

that will benefit Wet Tropics World Heritage Area management and operational decision making. 

Applications for the 2018 Student Research Grant Scheme are now open. 

Well-conceived projects which meet the priorities outlined in the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area 

Research Strategy 2014-18 and demonstrate scientific rigour and innovative research methodologies will 

be assessed favourably. 

The Authority has a particular interest in research that contributes to our understanding of the impacts of 

climate change, and which investigates strategies to protect and conserve the natural and cultural integrity 

of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area.  

Applicants that identify how they intend to collaborate or engage in knowledge transfer with Rainforest 

Aboriginal people will be favourably assessed.   

 

Funding 

Funding of up to $4,000 (ex GST) is available for PhD and Masters research projects. Up to $1,500 (ex 

GST) is available for honours projects.  

Funding may support costs associated with field work, equipment purchase, field data collection, 

laboratory research and data analysis. Grants are for a 12-month period. 

 

Conditions  

 Applicants must be able to show proof of current enrolment at an Australian university. 

 The project must be carried out within Australia. 

 All material published—including thesis document, presentations and journal articles—must 

acknowledge funding and support from the Authority. 

 Funds granted are to be spent on the activities outlined in the application. 

 In the event of cancellation of a funded activity, the Authority must be notified in writing and the 

unspent funds returned. 

 A one-page interim report must be provided to Wet Tropics Management Authority by Friday 14 

December 2018. The interim report should include significant findings to date.  

 A two-page summary report is to be provided to the Authority by Monday 11 February 2019. If this 

is not submitted by the student then it will be the responsibility of the supervisor. This report should 

include major findings and outcomes, significance of the project to the management of the World 

Heritage Area and further research suggestions. 

 The Authority reserves the right to publish the summary report on its website and publications. 

http://www.wettropics.gov.au/
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/docs/wtma-research-strategy_2014_2018.pdf
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/docs/wtma-research-strategy_2014_2018.pdf


 

 

 

Who can apply? 

Postgraduate students (Honours, Masters and PhD) currently enrolled at an Australian university are 

eligible to apply. 

 

Closing date 

The closing date for applications is 5.00pm, Friday 9 February 2018.  

 

Application forms 

The application forms can be downloaded here  

 

Assessment 

Assessment will be undertaken by the Wet Tropics Management Authority Student Research Grant 

Committee comprising members of the Wet Tropics Scientific Advisory Committee and Authority staff. 

Applicants may be asked for additional information to support their application. 

 

Notification 

Applicants will be notified of their success or otherwise by 28 February 2018.   

 

Enquiries 

For further information about funding applications, please contact the Wet Tropics Management Authority 

by phone (07) 4241 0501 or email wettropics@wtma.qld.gov.au 

 

Objectives of the Student Research Grant Scheme 

Research into the environmental, cultural and social value of the Wet Tropics has been fundamental to its 

management since before its inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List. 

The Authority has a well-established role in supporting, advising, guiding and partnering with researchers 

and in interpreting and communicating research outcomes.  A key goal in the Wet Tropics Strategic Plan 

2013-18 is that the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area is used, enjoyed and celebrated as the world’s finest 

learning landscape for tropical rainforest and its sustainable management. 

 

Through the Student Research Grant Scheme, the Authority seeks to support continued research, build on 

the legacy of past research investment and ensure knowledge generated in the Wet Tropics is accessible 

to rainforest and protected area managers elsewhere. 

http://www.wettropics.gov.au/student-grants
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/scientific-advisory-committee.html
mailto:wettropics@wtma.qld.gov.au
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/docs/wtma-strategic-plan-2013-2018-web.pdf
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/docs/wtma-strategic-plan-2013-2018-web.pdf

